
Englwrit 112, Section 108 Unit 2: Interacting with Texts  Fleming 9/26/17 
 

Essay Assignment 
 

Unit 2 asks you to interact with one or more of the texts from Opening 
Conversations using your own experiences, ideas, concerns, and questions.  Like the first 
paper, you’ll be writing from your point of view; but unlike that paper, you’ll be 
writing this time for an audience of fellow scholars, that is, readers and thinkers who’ve 
struggled with the same texts you have and who approach those texts with certain 
“academic” expectations about what a reasonable response to a written text is.  There 
are multiple legitimate ways to respond to a text (many of which we will cover in class); 
academic audiences usually value responses that display careful, respectful attention to 
the original text’s purpose and meaning even as they actively, even critically, engage 
that text.  As a result, this assignment asks you to write a response based on an accurate, 
fair reading of the published text(s), while still offering your own considered discussion 
of the issues raised.  In other words, rather than pure summary or pure reaction, you 
are aiming here for interaction between you and the text—one that takes both your ideas 
and the other writer’s ideas seriously. 

Summarize, paraphrase, and quote carefully and make sure you include both in-
text citations and a “works cited” section at the end of your paper, following MLA style. 

Your final paper should be about 1,000-1,250 words long (about 4-5 pages typed, 
DS, with 12-point font, and one-inch margins) and revised through several drafts.  
Generative writing will be assigned to help spur your ideas, and peer response will be 
used to help hone your composition.  All three textbooks will be used as resources. 

The key due dates for this assignment are: 
 
 Th 9/28: summary 1 due 
 Tu 10/03: summary/response 2 due 
 Th 10/05: initial draft of essay due (in CONFERENCE); 
 Fr 10/06: initial draft of essay due (in CONFERENCE); 
 Th 10/12: revised draft of essay due; 
 Tu 10/17: final, copyedited version of essay due in a folder with all previous 

drafts, including written comments you’ve received from peers and 
me, all generative writing for this unit, and a reflective cover letter that 
you’ll write in class on 10/17. 

 
See Moodle and the syllabus for more details. 
 
 


